DE JOINVILLE'S MEMOIRS ON THE 7TH CRUSADE     135
The Muslim chronicle exaggerates the losses of
the French in this battle, estimating them at thirty
thousand, while the poet estimates them at fifty
thousand, it is, however, certain that the losses of
the French were enormous either before or after the
battle, due to the ravages of hunger           disease.
There is no doubt also that the Muslim chronicle with
regard to the defeat of the Christians, as well as the
Christian chronicle with            to the defeat of the
Muslims, always try, in such decisive battles between
Islam and Christendom, to tint the incidents and their
consequences with a deep colour of gravity extra-
ordinary victory.
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